

Scarf Joint Techniques 

A scarf joint is a way to extend the length of a board by aligning long grain-to-long grain surfaces for a strong and almost invisible seam. The longer the seam, the stronger and less conspicuous the end result.

These are photos of a scarfing fixture/technique that Glen-L client Bill Yonescu of Smithtown, New York has used for years utilizing a power miter saw (he says he "hasn't seen one like it published but it could be that everyone knows of it and it's nothing new"). 
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Bill states that "it's simple to make and use and one should not discard the wedges left from the cut. They are great to use as wedge clamps in many areas of construction." 

William Fuller of Dewitt, New York has another take on this subject; a tablesaw jig for making scarf joints.

"Make a tablesaw jig from a scrap of 1/2-in. plywood, about 8 in. wide by 32 in. long. Attach a runner to the bottom of the jig to ride in the miter-gauge slot. Trim the edge of the jig with a pass through the sawblade. Now attach a 5/8-in.-high fence angled to the blade at 5° (a slope of 12:1). Install four or five hold-downs with machine bolts and wing nuts, as shown. 


To use the jig, locate the piece to be scarfed tightly against the fence, and clamp with the hold-downs. Support the left side of the hold-downs with a piece of material the same thickness as the workpiece. With the sawblade set slightly deeper than the material to be cut, make a pass through the saw.


To keep the joint parts in registration during glue-up, drill a small hole through the splice, and drive in a small round dowel or bamboo skewer. 
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