Aligning the Blade
Tension Scale

The blade tension =cale 15 allgnad at
the factory, and undesr normal
condifions it shouldn need
adjusiment. Howeeer, if il wibrates
loose or 1% knockad oul ol whack, 1
cien be sirply reallgned

Aalegse the blade tension 80 thal
the blade is complelely slack on the
whoels. Then loogan the screw no
ihe bap of the scale. Rotale the scale
=0 that the baft edge aboswe the rotch
= paralied 1o and @ven with the red
indicator bar. (See Figurs B.) Hold
i acale in position and lighlen the
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Adjusting the Blade
Rollers

Thea Shopsmith Bandsaw uses thres
rollars 1o keep the blade tracking
properly on the wheals and 1o
priveide support for the bliede during
cutting operations. Theas rodlers are
adjusted during 1he indial satup and
shousd seldom nesd attenticn afler
ihal. However, i's a good idea o
chach 1ha alignment of thase rolkers
gach tima you change blades.

Wiou mus! mount and tensson a
blade in the bandsew fo progery
adjust the rollers, Be careful when
wou make those edjusiments, sinca
Ehe e i= 3|'IEI'|:I.

Aulo-Track Roller — The mAo-frack
rodler s near tha blade lensessn scals,
at the upper lefl Side of the machine
This raller guidas the blede oo the
upsper wheed. Tha froni-to-back
positicn of this rolber & Tiked and
shouldn't be allered. Howaver, the
rriadnting bracked cam b moved
sifia~{o-side 50 thal you can cenber
thie rallar bahing e Blada,

I ihe blade appears off conter,
lessen 1he 1/F mounting bodl that
hodds the bracket to the bandsaw
frama. Slide the bracket skdeways
il i rofles (s canfered behind the
btade and tighten Ut mouniing bolt
Ba careiul 1o keep the sides of the
raller parallel o the blade whan
tighlaning this bolt, (Son Figure 8.
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Lower Blade Guide Roller — The
rfler direcily balow e bandsaw
takbhe serves two functions: 1 guides
the blede onite the drive wheed and i
backs up the Blade banaalh the tabla
whila you're cufting. Like the auio-
track rofler, (s front-to-back posiion
is fixed and shouldn't b= changed
Howewer, the antire Iowsr bl

guide assembly, imcleding the rolles
may b adjusted side-1o-side.

 adjustment is neaded, loosan the
gueaide blocks [If you haven't done S0
alraady] and pull them oul aboud
116" from Uhe blade. Then loosen
fhe 1/2" mounting bolt which holds
tha lower blade guide assembly 10
tna bandsaw frasme. [The head of this
mounting bofl can be reached from
the Back of tha bandsaw., jus? above
the trunnion. | Shde the lower blade
guige sdeways until the roller s
centered behind 1he blade, tighten
the modenting bol, and resat he
guide blocks Again, Ba susne o keap
the roller parallel to the blads as
yau're tghlaning the ol [ S
Figure 10

Figpri 100 Tre st [ha jower tiode guede folkesr
ik s ook o e hock ol
tnd sl Eboe the pamermbdy moerasyd wnll ife
kT & camened Behed Hhe Bl aibd e
wgrian the Eok

Upper Blade Guide Roller — The
upper blade guids roller hiscks up
iha blade above the table. Linlike the
other o rollers, iU can B adjusies
side-lo-sids and front-to-back

To EI:I|I.I'E-1 tha uppar Diace gu:-:k:
rollar ssde<to-side, sel ihe height of
tha upper blade gulde sbout 17
abave The tabile (or 1-1/F above the
o blede guide if the fable kas
been removed] Loosen the guide
blocks and pull ihem away Inom the



blade about 1798 . Loosen he two
12 mounting bolbs that hokd the
guicl past retainer inside the
Bandsaw frame. Swing the wpper
blade guide sidewvays until the roller
15 cenlered bahind the blade, than
tighten the mounting bolts. (See
Figasne 11.)
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Tha uppar blade guide raller mus
also be adjusied so thal it's no mone
than 1/64" away from the back of the
blade. This distance should remain
the same no malier what the posilion
of the upper blade gulde ia abave the
labde. Bafore you adjusi the upper
blada guide rallar Fronl-la-hasck,
check the distance from ihe rollar fo
fhe Blade cose 1o Lhe 1able &nd 5787
above the table.

If the upper roller presses agains]
the back of the blade or if iUs farther
away thanm 1/64™ at both the high and
I position, yvoull need o adjust tha
uppear blasa guicks redles fonward or
back. [ this distance is inconsistent
or i the roller sesms to press againsi
the blade mare ot ona position than

at the othar, you alss neaed o change
{i tilt of the gusde post. Both
adjustmants are similar and are
performad at the same bime.

Remowe [he blade guard and
loosen the 172" jam nuls on the two
guide posl adjusting screws, than
procead inthis mannar;

= Tomove the guide post and
rallar claser Lo he BEada (without
changing the tilt of the guide post),
turm both of the adjusting Screws an
equal number of revsutiong
counterclockwise.

* Tomove the guide post and
roller eway from the blade |wihaoul
changimg tha tilk of the guide post),
ure bath ol 1ne gcrews an aqual
number of ravciutions clockwisa,

= |f the rodler is nof the same
distance awey from the blades closa
to the table and 578" above i, tum
e h Scraw edqually in oppoaits
directiong. This will change the tilt of
the guide post. For exampbe, (o move
thee roller clogser Lo Lhe blade when
the blede guide s &l its kowar
position, tum the top adjusting scrow
clockwiea and the boHom adjusiing
sorew couniarciockwisa, To monee
thex roller away Irom the blade af this
position, reverse ihe procadurns,

Gietling thase adjustments jus!
nghd many fake @ litle ‘Tussing
around’, bul once you've gol tham
righi theny will sefdom nead attention
Heare are a few tips 1o halp maka this
procedura a litthe sasier

o Rlark your slarting positson with
a greage pencl and turm the scraws
only 14 reswolution at a tims wmtil you
e o much the raller moves wilh
paicch minor adjusiment

# Besure that when you lock the
upper blade guids Raelghi lock
hardle, the upper blade gulde roer
does nol push the blade eway from
e loar Blade rodiar

e Each adjustment of the post will
change the tension on the upper
blade guicks heighi lock, To ad|ust
thi= bock tension. foflow tha
procadure describkad in “Adjusting
the Upper Blade Guide Height Lock™
in this section

Cince you'we compleled these
adjustrments 1o your satistaction,
hodd the scraws from turming witha
sorewdriver and tighten 1ha jam nuts
(See Figure 12}
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Check aach blede roller one more
tima, With the rollars cormeciky
adjustad, the blade showld ride in the
center al all ihree of them. The back
af 8he hlade shoulbd |ighl|'|r cantact
ihe auto-track roller and the lower
blade guide rollar, and A should be
mo maone than 15647 away trom the
wpper blade guide roller no mattar
what ihe position of that rollar s
abowa the table

WARNING: Be sure to reinstall
the blade guard before
operating the bandsaw,



